
MCC ENDORSES : 
RACKETS PROBE 

Letter to Aycock Backs 
Senate Resolution ; 

In a letter to Lt. Gov. C. C. 
“Taddy” Aycock, president of 
the State Senate, the Metropoli- 
tan Crime Commission :,'en- 
dorsed Sen. John G. Schweg- 
mann’s resolution for a Senate 
[investigation into racketeering. 

The letter, dated June 28 land 
signed by Aaron M. Kohn, man- 
aging director, and Dr. J. D. 
Grey, president, reads as i fol- 
lows: 

“The Metropolitan Crime 
Commission urges adoption of 
Sen. John G. Schwegmann’s 
resolution for the establishment 
of a Senate Investigatory Com- 
mittee to conduct a thorough 
probe of gambling, prostitution, 
and other forms of racketeer- 
ing, and the adequacy of pres- 
ent authority and policies, of- the 
Louisiana State Police to effec- 
tively : suppress racketeering in 
the state. 

“Gov. John J. McKeithen has 
repeatedly warned that crime, 
in all its forms, now requires 
priority attention as a critical 
threat to the safety and free- 
doms of the people. He has. es- 
tablished, as a temporary arm 
of his executive responsibilities, 
j a State Commission on Law .En- 
forcement and the Administra- 
tion of Justice. This commission 
gives promise of eventual ma- 
jor contributions to better- un- 
Iderstanding and better control 
of the causes and corrections, of 
crime. 

DEMAND RESOURCES - 

“But the overwhelming prob- 
lems of crime and disorder.. in 
our time demand the applica- 
tion of all available resources 
in order to bring about those 
changes in laws and proce- 


dures which are most likely -to 
change the rising tide 1 of crim- 
inality. Legislative fact-finding, 
as suggested by Sen. Schweg- 
mann, provides an important 
potential for complementing the 
work of the governor’s commis- 
sion. 

“We believe that investiga- 
tion by a Senate committee, 'to 
determine the need for new laws 
and regulations to challenge the 
growth of crime, would serve 
the public need not only by ex- 
amining the scope and enforce- 
ment problems of organized 
gambling and prostitution, but 
should be extended also to the 
following areas: 

“—Narcotics traffic. 

“—Traffic in firearms, and 
ther weapons. ; . 

“— Loansharking. 
“—Administrative regulations 
to prevent infiltration and vic- 
| timization of legitimate busi- 
ness by racketeers. •; 

“—Corruption of youth by 
racketeering enterprises. 

“—Racketeering influence on 
elections through campaign 'fi- 
nancing. 

“—Methods of increasing pro- 
fessional competence and inde- 
pendence of state law enforce- 
ment agencies. 

INCREASED CONCERN . 

“Encouragement can be found 
in some degree of increased 
concern for crime problems . in 
our state. The Legislature can 
help, through its investigatory 
powers, to provide authentic 
measurement of our crime con- 
ditions, as well as new laws 
and authority to correct our 
past failures. Because crime 
does pay, in our time, it creates 
incentive for more crime. Inno- 
vations must be developed . if 
there is to be a reduction- in 
the constantly growing threat 
against the safety of the indi- 
vidual and his property. 

“Organized crime and racke- 
teering are now acknowledged 
to be major destructive forces 
in Louisiana. They are nur- 
tured by traditional attitudes 
and the absence of law enforce- 
ment powers and methods to 
deal with them. Now is the time 
to create realistic laws and pol- 
icies. 

“The suggested Senate inves- 
tigatory committee can be the 
means of indentifying new anti- 
crime solutions and initiating 
them, in the public interest, 
“By resolution of the board of 
directors on June 27, 1968.” 

Copies of the letter were sent 
to all Louisiana state senators, 
Gov. McKeithen, and Gen. 
i Thomas D. Burbank, director of 
j the Louisiana Department Of 
(Safety. 



